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TAGS: ETRD, IA 

SUBJECT: INSPECTION TOUR OF AUTO LABS 

REFS: (A) STATE 76587, (B) TOKYO 5365, (C) STATE 90614 

1 . MVMA INFORMS US THAT THEY HAVE REPORTS FROM 
TOKYO THAT MOT MAY BE CONFUSED RE CONTENT AND CONTEXT 
OF INVITATION EXTENDED THROUGH MOFA BY THE EMBASSY 
(REFTEL B). IF CONFUSION DOES EXIST, EMBASSY IS 
REQUESTED TO PASS ON TO APPROPRIATE MOFA AND/OR MOT 
OFFICIALS THE FOLLOWING CLARIFICATION: 

2. U.S. AUTO COMPANIES AND USG JOIN IN EXTENDING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 100457 

INVITATION TO MOT TO SEND ONE OR TWO HIG;-LEVEL TECHNICAL 
OFFICIALS (E.G., HARIGOME AND SHIMONDIRA) TO INSPECT 
COMPANY LABS IN THE DETROIT AREA. WE ESTIMATE 
ONE FULL WORKING WEEK WOULD BE NECESSARY. THIS 
INSPECTION TOUR IS SEPARATE FROM, AND NOT CONDITIONED 
ON, A SECOND ROUND OF TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON AUTO 
STANDARDS. HOWEVER, IF GOJ AGREES, WE WOULD PREFER 
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TO HOLD SECOND ROUND OF TALKS IN WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THE INSPECTION TOUR. TO HOLD A FULL RANGE 
OF DISCUSSIONS, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR A SENIOR 
POLICY-LEVEL OFFICIAL TO BE PRESENT IN ADDITION 
TO MOT TECHNICAL OFFICIALS. IF GOJ FINDS IT INCONVENIENT 
TO HOLD A FULL RANGE OF TALKS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 
TOUR, WE WOULD ALSO BE WILLING TO CONSULT WITH MOT 
TECHNICAL OFFICIALS RE A MORE LIMITED RANGE OF ISSUES 
SO AS BETTER TO PREPARE GOJ POLICY-MAKERS FOR FULL RANGE 
TALKS, WHICH WOULD BE HELD LATER (PROBABLY IN TOKYO 
IN JULY). ALTERNATIVELY, ALL DISCUSSIONS COULD 
BE SCHEDULED FOR JULY, WITH MOT TECHNICAL OFFICIALS 
RETURNING DIRECTLY TO TOKYO FROM DETROIT. IF INQUIRIES 
REVEAL THAT BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS ARE PREVENTING A 
FAVORABLE RESPONSE FROM MOT. EMBASSY MAY INFORM MOT 
THAT MVMA IS WILLING TO FINANCE INSPECTION TOUR BY NOT 
MORE THAN TWO MOT OFFICIALS. 
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